
KITIHAWA’S CHANDELIER 
A photographic tale by Nicolas Henry 



Kitihawa’s Chandelier is a powerful photographic tale that blurs the line 
between fiction and reality.  
 
The narrative honors the historical, cultural and racial fusion of an African and 
Native American. It celebrates the strength and resilience of women and 
children in the face of adversity and highlights the importance of recognizing 
each other’s history in our quest for a harmonious co-existence. 
 
 
 
 



 
Nicolas Henry is an acclaimed French photographer known for creating 
participatory works revealing the personal and collective stories of 
communities from around the world.  
 
Using his signature visual language and unique approach to storytelling, 
Henry’s images combine theatrical technique, cinematic lighting, handmade 
props and set design. For this project, Henry worked closely with kids at 
SkyArt in South Chicago, Bright Star Community Outreach in Bronzeville and 
the Lycée Français de Chicago in Lincoln Square.  
 
The project provided a creative platform where young people could exchange 
thoughts, address the challenges facing their communities, and express their 
hopes and ideas for the future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Kitihawa’s Chandelier was produced by  
The Arts Palette with Nicolas Henry,  

in collaboration with  
the Cultural Services of the French Embassy,  

The Floating Museum,  
SkyART,  

Bright Star Community Outreach, inc.,  
and the Lycée Français de Chicago. 

 
 



“The creation of Kitihawa’s Chandelier involved many conversations with 
residents of African, Native American and French communities, 
all of whom believe disbanding segregation necessitates the appreciation of  
each other’s history. It was this common interest that led to the making of  
this project. 

 
Kitihawa‘s Chandelier is inspired by the stories children and residents shared 
with me. As in any tale, it is gripping and magical. It tackles complex issues, 
presents valuable lessons and reflects the profound humanity of its characters. 
 

– Nicolas Henry 
 

 
 



This exhibition provides a gathering place for people to embrace their history, 
culture and heritage, to spark dialogue, build relationships and address the 
challenges and promises represented in the series. It supports the development 
of connections on a cultural level and it responds to our communities’ call to 
foster a deeper understanding of each other.  
 
Our hope is that Kitihawa’s Chandelier will inspire successful and innovative 
partnerships between social services, educators, the arts and civic groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kitihawa’s Chandelier made its debut in part at the residence of French 
Consul General Vincent Floreani in September 2016. Henry was then the 
Artist in Residence at the Lycée Français de Chicago and returned to complete 
the tale in November 2016. A permanent installation of the series now hangs 
in the entrance of the Lycée Français.  
 
Kitihawa’s Chandelier launched at the DuSable Museum of African American 
History on May 18, 2017, where it will be presented until January 2018. The 
series will then travel throughout Chicago, in an effort to bridge the gap 
between neighborhoods and provide opportunities to engage creatively with 
others, collaborate, and enhance communities’ own missions and events.  
 
 



The DuSable Museum of African American History  
 
The DuSable Museum of African American History is one of the oldest 
institutions of its kind in the country. Its mission is to promote understanding 
and inspire appreciation of the achievements, contributions and experiences of 
African Americans through exhibits, programs and activities that illustrate 
African and African American history, culture and art.  
 
The DuSable Museum is a Smithsonian Institution Affiliate. The Museum 
gratefully acknowledges the Chicago Park District’s partnership, and thanks 
United Airlines, the Museum’s official airline, for its support. 
 
The Museum’s programs are offered to encourage experiential learning as well 
as creative and imaginative workshops and performance in the visual and 
performing arts. It is the Museum’s intent to encourage the public and 
student’s imagination, creativity and civic engagement as they learn history 
and culture.  
 
 
 
 



The Arts Palette NFP 
 
The Arts Palette is a Chicago nonprofit arts organization founded by Tiphanie 
Spencer Babinet working closely with artists, residents, local governments, 
institutions and art patrons to produce multidisciplinary art projects and 
exhibitions, while also developing innovative educational initiatives for schools 
and community organizations. Its mission is to use the power of art to inform, 
inspire and shape the next generation of creatives. 



The Exhibition 



KITIHAWA’S CHANDELIER 
A photographic tale by Nicolas Henry 

Curated by Tiphanie Spencer Babinet 



This exhibition is presented by 
 

Significant support is provided by Duane Morris, Runner Collective, Cream Wine Company, Skoog Productions and Vikki. 

Major support is provided by the Cultural Services of the French Enbassy and by an Individual Artist Program Grant  
from the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs & Special Events, and a grant from the Illinois Arts Council Agency,  

a state agency through federal funds provided by the National Endowment for the Arts. 
 
 

Generous support is provided by Susan Starrett  and Lawrence Jones. 



Long ago the American Great Plains were the territory of Comanche, Navajo and Apache Indians. The era of noble Chiefs,  
with impressive eagle feather headdresses, was one of harmony with nature.  



Mustangs were at the center of community life. Many tribes migrated across the Great Plains with their teepees.  
Natural resources were used in every aspect of their lives and the food they ate changed with the seasons.  



Cowboys began to arrive and burn down the villages. They massacred the Indians to build a new frontier with roads  
and homes. Their actions resulted in one of history’s largest genocides.  



Throughout West Africa, men, women and children were sold as slaves. 



Captured Africans were taken to the New World on big ships.  
They were terrified and many preferred to jump overboard than face their fate. 



Kitihawa, a young Native American and Jean Baptiste Point du Sable, a free black man from Haiti,  
married and built a prosperous trading post on the riverbank of what is now Chicago.  



To sell tickets to the John Wayne Show, their descendant Jean is forced to be a human billboard on the streets of Chicago. 



Native Americans survive in makeshift camps on land that is increasingly becoming harder to protect. 



In Chicago, residents turn a blind eye to poverty and to those in great need.  



Wanting to make good decisions for the future, Jean seeks guidance from his community’s pastor. 



The world he lives in is broken, but he dreams of a different Chicago and decides to fight the system.  
 



He falls in love with Tannika, a young feminist activist,  
whose family has a long history of involvement in the Civil Rights movement.  

 



To feed his family, Jean joins the army and becomes the Paper General.  



After many years in European barracks the new family parachutes down to Bronzeville  
and becomes part of the American middle class with a house, car, and backyard.  



The neighborhood is in crisis and violence is a daily occurrence.  
In this tight knit community, the death of one is trauma for all.  



The kids feel enslaved by fast food and gang life. They want no part of it and prepare to bury that lifestyle.  



They turn to the community garden where new life is found in abundance among the organic fruits and vegetables. 



Together, the neighborhood youth and security officers organize a Black Lives Matter protest.  
Everyone is fighting for the same cause but they do not always agree.  



Two of the kids paint themselves in the skin they are not in. 



When the girls do the same, something magical happens… 



... they switch places.  
Working together they build a Bird Factory where young people create birds 
 symbolizing their hopes and dreams and exchange them with one another.  



Lifted by the dreams of more than 800 children, the Great Spirit,  
in the form of a grand bird, takes flight over the American sky. 

 



Kitihawa’s Chandelier at the DuSable Museum of African American History, Chicago IL. 
May 2017 – January 2018 

 
 



Site specific mural at the DuSable Museum honoring the historical union of Native American and African communities. 
May 2017 – January 2018 

 
 
 


